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as I myself, at so late a day, had in purpose to rebuild
it for the honour of Him who was worshipped there.
Here I have alluded to it, with the purpose of shewing
*hat of human things nothing is imperishable, and
that the Prophets who wrote as I have mentioned,
raved, and were but the gossips of canting old women.
Nothing, indeed, contradicts the notion of that God
being great, but He is unfortunate in His Prophets
and interpreters ; I say that they did not take care to
purify their souls by a course of education, nor to
open their fast-closed eyes, nor to dissipate the dark-
ness which lay on them.   And, like men who see a
great light through a mist, not clearly nor distinctly,
and take it not for pure light, but for fire, and are
blind to all things around  about it, they cry out
loudly, ' Shudder and fear; fire, flame, death, sword,
lance/ expressing by many words that one destruc-
tive property of fire?*   When it is considered that
Julian was, as it were, defeated by the prophets of
that very people he was aiding ; that he desired to re-
build the Jewish Temple, and the Christians declared
that he could not, for the Jewish Prophets themselves
had made it impossible ; we surely may believe, that

r Page 295. Ed. Spanh. Lardner contends that this letter
from its tone must have been written before any attempt to
rebuild the Temple; which indeed he considers Julian never to
have put into execution. This is a paradox more in the style
of Warburton, whom he is opposing, than of so sensible and
sober a writer.